
Final NCIDQ Drawing Practicum Administered April 1st 
Over 1,000 NCIDQ candidates sat for the last paper + pencil version of the exam 
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Evolution of the Practicum 

Spring is here and with it, some long anticipated changes at CIDQ. The Spring 2017 exam 

administration has been completed and we look forward to reviewing the results, completing 
grading, and delivering score reports to our exam candidates at the beginning of June.  It is 

gratifying to see the industry’s continued and expanding recognition of the exam’s importance as 

evidenced by the increase in exam registrants. This spring, registrants (all sections) exceeded 

those of last year at this time by 30 percent! 

On April 1st, after more than 40 years of testing, the final hand drawn version of the Practicum 

Exam was administered to over a thousand exam candidates at 50 locations in the U.S. and 

Canada.  Beginning with the fall 2017 exam administration, Practicum location and scheduling 

flexibility will match those of the IDFX and IDPX exam sections. With hundreds of test centers 

across North America and 8,000 worldwide, registrants can schedule the new Practicum exam at a 

time and place that is convenient to them throughout the months of April or October.  Due to the 

challenges of securely printing, transporting and administering a paper-based Practicum exam, it 

was previously only offered on a single day basis, twice each year in a limited number of locations. 

The new Practicum will also, over time, permit CIDQ to accelerate score reporting as computerized 

grading will enable us to process the exams more quickly.   

https://twitter.com/NCIDQexam
https://www.facebook.com/NCIDQExamination/
http://www.cidq.org/


President's Message, continued 

Evolution of the Practicum 

While the computerized Practicum is highly anticipated by our candidates, the question we often 
hear is, “Is the Exam going to be CAD or Revit based?” (computer programs frequently used in the 

practice of interior design). . . and the answer is neither. The new Prac 2.0 is a testing platform, not 

a design platform, and no specific design software experience is required to sit for the exam. To 

ensure better understanding of  the actual delivery and response methods of Prac 2.0, a mini 

“sample” quiz  will be available on the CIDQ.org website no later than May 15th, which will allow its 
users to get hands-on practice with its various ‘drag and drop’, ‘hot spot’, ‘fill in the blank’, and 

‘multiple choice’ question interfaces. 

Creating and delivering any professional level certification exam is a deliberate, detailed, and 

strenuous process involving many dedicated volunteers and subject matter experts.  Evolving from 

a paper and pencil exam to a digitized platform has been a three year journey that has called upon 

an even higher number of committed volunteers. Utilizing the professionalism, knowledge and 

many hours of our subject matter experts’ time, our board is proud of their efforts to protect and 

guarantee the integrity of the exam.  I am truly thankful to all of the volunteers who have given their 

time and energy to CIDQ over the years.  We are delighted to highlight in this issue of 

Q Connection (page 10) those individuals who have been most actively involved in 2016 and 2017 

to the mission of not just creating the Practicum Exam but recreating it as the Practicum 2.0. We 

hope you will take a moment to look at the list, and when you see the name of a person you know, 

be sure to thank them for their hard work advancing our profession.  

Kari Frontera is a 
designer and architect 
with Gensler in 
Washington DC. Her 
focus is on sports, 
workplace, education 
and retail design.  Arriving October 2017 
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From CIDQ's Executive Director 

Boats Against the Current . . . 
Defending Interior Design 
Against a Rising Tide of Deregulation

Deregulation efforts take many forms and often, upon first glance, appear to be based upon arguments 

many of us would support (a free market system, more accessible opportunities, etc.) However, upon 

closer inspection, these efforts sometimes have exactly the opposite effect, (at least for interior designers) 

with consequences perhaps not fully understood by those with the responsibility to vote upon them. For 

example, Florida House Bill 7047 was presented as reducing barriers to employment by eliminating the 

requirement of licensure to practice interior design. However, the language of the bill changed the definition 

of architecture (a regulated profession) to encompass the practice of interior design within architects’ scope 

of service.  As a result, the real impact of this bill would have been to make it illegal in Florida to practice 

interior design unless you were a registered architect, effectively putting over 2,900 licensed interior 

designers out of business overnight! 

Interior design is big business.  According to a recent study* of the economic impact of interior design, 

nearly 200,000 people in the United States were employed in the interior design sector in the first quarter 

of 2016. The total annual economic impact of the sector in 2016 is estimated to be $96.3 billion generating

$4.5 billion in federal tax revenues with accompanying significant positive economic impacts for the states 
as well.  Economic information sways legislators, but it’s only a part of the story. We must help them gain a 

better understanding and appreciation of what interior designers actually do in order to justify regulation. 

continued next page 

Thom Banks 

Executive Director 

2017 is not half over, and we’ve already seen a 

number of jurisdictions face legislative challenges to 

the regulation of the profession. Florida, Virginia, 
New Jersey, Arkansas, and New Mexico have all 

seen legislation proposed in recent months which 

would deregulate interior design, and in most cases, 

many other professions as well.  Fortunately, thus 

far, deregulation efforts against the interior design 

profession have not been successful due in large 

measure to the hard work and determination of a 

committed group of varied stakeholders. But the 

issue is not going away and we can expect more 

pitched battles.   
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Thom Banks 

Executive Director 

Sharing ways to better educate the public 
about the reality of Professional Interior Design 

From CIDQ's Executive Director, continued 

Boats Against the Current . . . 
Defending Interior Design Against a Rising Tide of Deregulation

The Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards (FARB) has coined the phrase, “Regulation for a 

Reason” as a means to describe the necessity of articulating the rationale for certain professions to be 

regulated.  In the case of interior designers, this statement could not be more true.  The need for 
professional regulation should be considered carefully, but if the public truly understood the scope and 

impact of interior designers’ choices upon their health, safety and welfare, its need would be 

unquestioned. Unfortunately, the interior design profession has struggled for decades to cut through the 

din of “designTV” and the interchangeably used terms “decorator” and “designer” to succinctly explain to 

the public (including regulators) exactly what it is you do.  

The professional organizations, jurisdictional coalitions, and others work hard to articulate the value and 

impact of the profession.  In Florida, as we have done in other jurisdictions, CIDQ supported those 

lobbying on behalf of the profession by providing information about the exam…its content, the process of 

its creation, the means by which its validity and reliability is statistically measured and ensured, data on 

certificate holders, pass rates, etc.  CIDQ stands ready to do so for other jurisdictions as well. But clearly, 

there is more work to be done.  

I’d like to open up a dialogue about new ways in which the interior design profession can better explain to 

non-designers the impact of their work and why professional regulation is so important. Do you have a 

great elevator pitch?  Is there an online tool or video with specific content that’s missing from the 

conversation?  I encourage you to share your thoughts and ideas on CIDQ’s Facebook page with the 

hashtag #IntroToProID. 

Perhaps the legislative challenges before us are actually an opportunity to reintroduce ourselves with a 
concise and powerful explanation of the true nature of our work beyond aesthetics.  That would add a 

powerful wind to our sails in securing the future of the profession.  

*September 2016 CHMURA study conducted for IIDA
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FIND AN NCIDQ CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER 
New Searchable Database Arrives in May via www.cidq.org 

The FIND AN NCIDQ CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER searchable database launches in May, 

and provides results lists of Active Status NCIDQ Certificants.  The lists will be updated a minimum of 

four times per year to coincide with annual renewal cycles and new certificates being awarded. 

Searches can be initiated using filtering fields and results will include: NCIDQ Certified interior 

designer's name, NCIDQ certificate number, state/zip code or province/postal code, and website (as 

provided by certificate holder) only. The database will be found on the CIDQ website page: 

https://www.cidq.org/find-ncidq-certified-int-designer. 

Record number NCIDQ Examinations Taken in April 2017 
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CIDQ is seeking talented and passionate leaders to apply for 

positions on its 2018 Board of Directors. Committed to protecting 

the public health, safety, and welfare through NCIDQ Certification, 

CIDQ is not able to accomplish this without a strong governing body and the engagement of our volunteers. 

This year, the Nominations Committee is looking for eligible candidates to fill the President-Elect and two Director 

roles for the 2018 Board of Directors. 

If you are devoted to the mission of CIDQ and are ready to take the next step to advancing the leadership of our 

organization, please complete a Nominations Application and submit it to Kimberly Woods (kwoods@cidq.org) by 

June 30, 2017. 

Nominations Now Being 
Accepted for the  
2018 CIDQ Board of Directors

For information and eligibility requirements: www.cidq.org/nominations

Member Board Liaison 
Have a question for the CIDQ Board? Please reach out to your Board Member Liaison: 

BOARD MEMBER:  Amy Coombs, amy@prestigegov.com    

DELEGATES: Robyn Dubick (MD) / Jane Blair (NY) / Lori LaRochelle (ME) 

BOARD MEMBER:  Michael Dudek, mdudek@ksu.edu 

DELEGATES:  J. Mark Taylor (OK) / Sonya Odell (TX) / Suzanne Laffoon (AR) 

BOARD MEMBER:  Kari Frontera, president@cidq.org  

DELEGATES:  Sharon Borton (DC) / Cameron Stiles (VA) / Diane Gote (NJ) 

BOARD MEMBER: David Hanson, cidq-president2016@dhdesigns.com 

DELEGATES: Tamara Jones (BC) / Melinda Richardson (AB) / NicoleTiessen (SK) /  Rene Claude Roy (NB) 

BOARD MEMBER:  Emory Johnson, jejintds@aol.com 

DELEGATES: Richard Cable (AL) / Alvis Earl Lawson, Jr. (MS) / Carolyn Sawyer (LA) / Kenan A. Fishburne (FL) 

BOARD MEMBER: Jim Klawiter, jklawiter@klawiter.com 

DELEGATES: Kim Ciesynski (NV) / Margaret Favour (NM) / Keri Koch (NS) 

BOARD MEMBER: Paula Lutz, plutz@whitney-architects.com 

DELEGATES: Stephanie McCrery (KY) / Susan Ballard (TN) / Marie-Claude Parenteau-Lefeuf (QC) 

BOARD MEMBER: Caren Martin, cmartin@umn.edu 

DELEGATES: Darcy Hield (MN) / Erika Sammons (MB) / Jennifer McBride (ON) 
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Take the 
NCIDQ Fundamentals Exam 
IDFX Only Now! 

IDFX ONLY is a great first step toward professional certification in the NCIDQ Examination process.  IDFX 

covers areas learned in school in an interior design college program: Building Systems and Construction, 

Programming and Site Analysis, Human Behavior and the Designed Environment, Construction Drawing and 

Specifications, among others.  And IDFX Only applicants can take the exam prior to earning work experience! 

Plus, its a great way to stand out to prospective employers who want to hire exceptional, competent interior 

designers. For information go to: 

https://www.cidq.org/apply 

EMERGING Interior Design 
Professionals & 
STUDENTS in Final Year of a 
Bachelor Degree-Seeking 
Interior Design Program 

Request an NCIDQ Ambassador Speak to Your Organization 

Now it's even easier to find NCIDQ Ambassadors 
in your area who are ready, willing, and eager to 

share the latest information about the NCIDQ 

Examination and Certification process. Available to 

speak with classrooms, firms, chapter groups, and 

more, request an Ambassador today by going the 

the CIDQ website page: 

https://www.cidq.org/ambassadors 
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Sponsorsed by 

CIDQ 2017 Annual Conference 
Old Town Alexandria VA     November 10 - 11, 2017

www.cidq.org/cidq-annual-conference

The CIDQ 2017 Annual Conference will be coming to 

historic Old Town Alexandria located in Virginia, just 

across the Potomac River from Washington, DC. 

The host hotel for this year's event is the Hilton Hotel Old 

Town, which is located next to the King Street Metro 

Station. Not only close to CIDQ's new office space, the 

area is rich with tourist opportunities and fantastic dining 

and shopping. 

SPONSORSHIPS 
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The Tregre Award salutes volunteers who have worked diligently and consistently to further the goals of 
the NCIDQ Certification. 

Award Eligibility:
Candidates must be an NCIDQ Certificate Holder, though they are not required to be active. 

Award Criteria: 
Candidates for the Tregre Award must have demonstrated the following criteria over a minimum of 10 years: 

- an extensive background working towards the advancement of the interior design profession; 

- volunteer work that is above and beyond the typical volunteer and committee service for CIDQ; 

- multiple volunteer efforts related to the profession. 

Applications are due no later than June 30th.  

For more information and link to award application form, visit https://www.cidq.org/volunteer or contact Kimberly 

Woods at kwoods@cidq.org. 

Louis S. Tregre Award - Nominations Now Open 

The Louis S. Tregre Award was created in 
1991 to honor the memory of Louis S. 
Tregre, a founding director of the Council 
for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ). 
Beginning in the late 1960s, Louis worked 
tirelessly to form an independent, 
autonomous organization with a mission to 
develop standards and guidelines for 
determining competency in the practice of 
interior design.

2016 David Stone 

2015 J. Derrell Parker 

2014 Emory Johnson 

2013 Paula Lutz 

2012 Caren Martin 

2011 Janice Roberts Young 

2010 David Butler

2009 Laura McDonald Stewart 

2008 Shirley Hammond 

2007 Robin Wagner 

2006 Donna Vining 

2005 Sherry Bilenduke 

2004 Leszek Muniak 

2003 Denise Guerin

2002 Sooz Klinkhamer 

2001 Sandy Friend 

2000 Victoria Horobin 

1999 Barbara Pallat 

1998 Lucille Taylor 

1997 Jan Bast 

1996 Jan Parker

1995 Arlene Dougall 

1994 Glenda Wilcox 

1993 E. Camille Puckett 

1992 Irving Schwartz

1991 Will Ching

PREVIOUS TREGRE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
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NCIDQ Practicum and PRAC 2.0 Volunteers 2016 - 2017

2016 PRAC 2.0 Reviewers 
Penny Lake 

Kim Michaud 

Marcia Knight 

Carol Karnes 

Meghann Duran 

Heather Mastrangeli 

Gretel Lott

Dennis Ng 

Alicia Choi 

Scott MacMeekin 

2017 PRAC 2.0 Item Writers 
Scott MacMeekin 

Samantha Messerly 

Kate Sabol 

Ellen Cusick 

Jessica Mondo 

Dominic Hainje 

Gretel Lott

2017 PRAC Reviewers 
Penny Lake 

Kim Michaud 

Ashley Thomas Pate 

Carol Karnes 

Meghann Duran 

Heather Mastrangeli 

Dennis Ng 

Julieanne Hall 

Robin Peña 

Kathleen Peters 

Mary Pierce 

Nanette Rhodes 

Amanda Rienth 

Kate Sabol 

Jessie Santini 

Patrick Schmidt 

Leigh Anne Seale 

Steve South 

Sarah Stillman 

David Stone 

Leah Wettstein 

2017 Practicum Committee 
Kim Michaud 

Kim Doyle 

Kristin Maxwell 

Dennis Ng 

Erin Wiggins Reinekers 

Spring 2017 Coordinators 
Fran Bernstein 

Anna Grochowska 

Julieanne Hall 

Jodi Kulcsar 

Nancy Llanas 

Cathie Pliess 

Nanette Rhodes 

and Graders 
Rebecca Ainsworth 

Elena Anderson 

Jan Bast 

Susan Bower 

Leah Brown 

Kym Bryant 

Alicia Choi 

Corrie Coyne 

Ellen Cusick 

Dominic DeFrietas 

Allison Dionne 

Kim Doyle 

Sandy Gordon 

Nadine Harris 

Albert Hui 

Kelly Kalvelage 

Connie Kennelly 

Angie Killion 

10

2016 Practicum Committee 

Dennis Ng 

Kim Doyle 

Andrea Kralj 

Penny Lake 

Kristin Maxwell 

Kim Michaud 

Erin Wiggins Reinekers 

2016 Coordinators 
Fran Bernstein 

Julieanne Hall 

Jodi Kulcsar 

Nancy Llanas 

Scott MacMeekin 

Cathie Pliess 

and Graders 
Elena Anderson 

Susan Bower 

Leah Brown 

Kym Bryant 

Marcela Caycedo 

Corrie Coyne 

Ellen Cusick 

Dominic DeFrietas 

Ali Fetanat 

Amanda Gale 

Natalie Gebhart 

Sandy Gordon 

Anna Grochowska 

Nadine Harris 

Albert Hui 

Jeffery Hurkes 

Kelly Kalvelage 

Connie Kennelly 

Angie Killion 

Janet Kobylka 

Andrea Kralj 

Bradley Logan 

Gretel Lott

Peggy Lundeen 

Shelby Mamizuka 

Heather Mastrangeli 

Betty Mattingly-Ebert 

Stephanie Mitrovic 

Naji Mourani 

Tricia Murray 

Shannon O'Reilly 

Tricia Paulson 

Janet Kobylka 

Andrea Kralj 

Bradley Logan 

Gretel Lott

Peggy Lundeen 

Shelby Mamizuka 

Sharon Montgomery 

Kimberly Morrison 

Naji Mourani 

Shannon O'Reilly 

Randall Patrick 

Tricia Paulson 

Derek Perini 

Kathleen Peters 

Mary Pierce 

Erin Reinker 

Amanda Rienth 

Kate Sabol 

Jessie Santini 

Patrick Schmidt 

Steve South 

Sarah Stillman 

David Stone 

Melinda Vaughn 

2016 P2C Task Force 
Marcia Knight 

Brittany Allen 

Alicia Choi 

Carol Karnes 

Lisa Krutky 

Nicole Maurer 

Jackie Neerken 

2016 PRAC 2.0 Item Writers 
Marcia Knight 

Natalia Albul 

Erica Bartels 

Penny Lake 

Alicia Choi 

Ellen Cusick 

Amanda Gale 

Ed Viser 

Elise Shapiro 

Kate Sabol 

Ashley Thomas Pate 

Jessica Mondo 

Samantha Messerly 

Carol Karnes 



Value of NCIDQ Certification 

NCIDQ Certification is the industry's 

recognized means of demonstrating 

competency in interior design principles and a 

designer's commitment to the profession. 

Professional interior designers who possess 

the NCIDQ Certification have distinguished 

themselves by demonstrating a specific set of 

core competencies, supported by verified work 

experience and a college degree. They have 

proven their expertise in understanding and 

applying current codes established to protect 

public health, safety and welfare. They are 

passionate about their profession and 

dedicated to its recognition and integrity. 

The NCIDQ Examination is the broad-based 

exam for all interior designers and serves as 

the foundation from which to build for those 

moving into specialty design areas. NCIDQ 

Certification is required for the practice of 

many types of interior design in regulated 

jurisdictions throughout North America. 

Certification enables designers to easily 

validate their knowledge, experience and skill 

to employers and clients alike. Designers 

certified through the NCIDQ Examination gain 

wide industry visibility and recognition. They 

are members of a select but growing 

community—more than 30,000 strong—that

offers the opportunity to network with other 

highly qualified industry experts. 

The strenuous requirements of the NCIDQ 

Examination give clients and employers added 

confidence in the caliber of work from NCIDQ 

Certified designers. The exam covers seven 

areas that capture the core competencies of 

interior design: building systems, codes, 

construction standards, contract 

administration, design application, 

professional practice, and project 

coordination. The exam’s contents are 

regularly updated to ensure they reflect the 

most current knowledge required to design 

safe, functional, and innovative interior 

spaces.
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Remembering Founding   
NCIDQ Board Member 
Arnold Friedmann  

supporter of high quality interior design education and the 

growth of the interior design profession. He left his mark in 

NCIDQ/CIDQ, FIDER/CIDA, IDEC, ASID, and IFI. 

1969 - 1970 Arnold served as the first IDEC rep to IFI. 

1973 - 1974, he served as IDEC rep to the first NCIDQ 

Board and assisted in the development of the first exam. 

1974 - 1975 he served on the committee that produced the 

first issue of the Journal of Interior Design Education and 
Research (JIDER). He was inducted as one of the first IDEC 

Fellows in 1978. 

He taught for many years at the University of Massachusetts. 

He also taught in the Department of Landscaping, 

Architecture, and Regional Planning at Pratt Institute in New 

York, and was later Associate Dean of Humanities and Fine 

Arts, and Chairman and Professor of the Department of 

Environmental Design at the college. During his career, he

published or co-authored four books and over 60 articles in 

professional journals. 

In 1989, Arnold received the IKEA International Design 

Award. In 1994, he received a special award from the Interior 

Design Hall of Fame. In 2011, he was awarded the first IDEC 

Arnold Friedmann Educator of Distinction Award, “which is 

presented to a current or former IDEC member in recognition 

of significant, sustained, and distinguished contributions in 

interior design education.  

A memorial service will be held September 9 in Amherst, MA, 

For details, go to https://goo.gl/forms/ICUP3nkoqsbJsVKJ3.

MAY 15, 2017 
JULY 15, 2017 

JULY 1, 2017 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

OCTOBER 1 - 31, 2017 

APPLICATION REVIEW BEGINS 
APPLICATION REVIEW ENDS 

SCHEDULING BEGINS 
SCHEDULING ENDS 

EXAMS ADMINISTERED

UPCOMING DATES TO KNOW: 

Arnold Friedmann died peacefully on

2/17/2017 at his home in 

Massachusetts.Throughout his 

professional career, he was a strong 

https://goo.gl/forms/ICUP3nkoqsbJsVKJ3



