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Designer Profile
CIDQ has started a series about NCIDQ Certificate holders whose personal and 
professional paths inspire us. John Cialone, partner and vice president at Tom Stringer 
Design Partners, spoke with us about his career, passions and thoughts on the NCIDQ 
Exam. 

Best Part of Interior Design
What inspires John about interior design has changed over the years. 
Starting out his career, he relished larger-than-life projects, with big homes 
and bigger budgets. Now, twenty years later, he appreciates the small 
victories. After a project ends, clients will express their gratitude for their 
improved quality of life. He hears comments like, “I’m sleeping better. I 
really like being home. I’m more energized when I go to work. My family 
relationship is better. There’s more family time around the dinner table.” 

John loves hearing these success stories. “I literally get chills or get choked 
up because I realize what I’m doing by providing good design, selecting good 
things, whether it be furnishings or materials, making the right choices for 
my clients, for their project, for the environment, for sustainability, affects 
their lives in a really powerful way,” he said. 

Favorite Projects 
Tom Stringer Design Partners works with some high-profile clients, CEOs 
of companies like General Electric. “We tend to get to work with people 
who have really risen to the top of their respective fields,” John said. One 
such client was Chef Grant Achatz, owner of the Michelin starred Chicago 
restaurant Alinea. An award-winning chef, Grant was featured on the Netflix 
show “Chef’s Table,” part of which was filmed in the Tom Stringer Design 
office. 

Alinea is known for its surprising foods and creative presentation, including 
an edible balloon that tastes like green apple. As part of the interior design 
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team for the restaurant, John felt challenged to “be super creative to match the level of energy and 
creativity they put into the food.” 

Throughout the original design of the restaurant, the firm tried to match the menu, with “ultra-contemporary, 
super modern, aggressive” design. But when John’s team had the chance to renovate the restaurant ten 
years later, they took a different approach. They wanted diners to be challenged by the meal, but to feel 
comforted by the interior. “The renovation of the space really played more into the architecture of the 
building and the history of fine dining and was a little bit easier to understand. And it was more of a 
contrast to the food,” John said. 

John had the opportunity to work on a more intimate project, when his friends wanted to renovate their 
Avon, Colorado home. He stayed in the house a number of times over the years, so he knew exactly how 
the owners wanted their home to look and feel. 

During this project, John and his team renovated the kitchen, upgrading its cabinets, appliances, and 
surfaces. They also added new windows, increasing natural light flowing into the home. With the updated 
design, the house works as well for two people as it does for 20. “We created really intimate spaces that 
also were adjoined by larger, more entertaining spaces,” John explained.

“Instead of using the house only as a ski house, now they can use the house in a more year-round fashion 
because it’s lighter, brighter, more livable, more functional,” John said. 
 
Why NCIDQ Certification Matters
Earning the NCIDQ Certificate was a significant milestone in John’s career. He’s proud of having this 
certification, this “hallmark of professionalism,” on his list of impressive credentials. An active member 
of ASID for many years, John could now become a full professional member of the organization thanks 
to the NCIDQ Certification. Being able to use ASID appellation was the “icing on the cake” for passing 
the NCIDQ Exam, according to John. In October, he will become the president of ASID’s Illinois Chapter. 

More than a new professional title, the NCIDQ Certification gave John added confidence. Primarily a 
residential designer, he could now confidently show clients and colleagues that as a certified designer 
he is qualified to practice in all areas of the industry, be it homes or offices, stores or sanctuaries. 

As a partner in his firm, he encourages all employees to take the NCIDQ Exam. Tom Stringer Design 
Partners will pay for employee NCIDQ application fees, study materials, and trainings. The company also 
hosts study sessions in the office, and gives designers time off to sit for the test. “We believe it’s the 
road to a professional career in interior design,” John said of the NCIDQ Certificate. 

Avon, Colorado home John 
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